April 2025

RISE continues helping dogs
after local shelter closure

When the local humane society announced the temporary closure
of their dog program, 10 hard to place dogs, who struggled with
behavior challenges remained.

RISE stepped up and took over the remaining dogs, including
Bear, one of their most challenging cases. Bear was slated to be
euthanized as he showed considerable aggression towards
strangers.

RISE transferred Bear to our good friend and trainer, Gina at
Double Down Dog Training in Whidbey Island where he began his
rehabilitation. With her guidance, he has become a model doggy
citizen and is living his best life playing with other dogs, going on
adventures to the beach, and strolling through all of the shops,
while he waits for his perfect forever home.

We can say "YES" to dogs like Bear because of your support. We
can't do it without you!

RISE RESCUE ALLIANCE

DON'T JUST SURVIVE -

RISE

Rise Rescue Alliance is
dedicated to saving and
improving the lives of dogs

by rescuing and training

those that struggle to shine
in the shelter environment,
while providing critical
resources for owners, and
educating the industries that
serve them.

RISE AT A GLANCE

e 40 dogs in program

e No dogs medicated for
stress

e 37.5% Owner Surrenders
10% Strays
52.5% Transfers from
other local shelters and
rescues

e 35% were not spayed or
neutered on intake

e 7 dogs still awaiting

surgery

7 Behavior Holds

2 Medical Holds

Are you interested in
adopting Bear?

Click HERE to apply!
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https://www.petfinder.com/dog/bear-75826044/wa/clinton/rise-rescue-alliance-wa711/

RISE for the Community

In late 2024 and early 2025, RISE has seen a large
increase in the number of owner surrender requests we
receive. The most common reason people ask us to take
in their dog is due to behavior challenges they cannot
solve.

In response, RISE is launching a new virtual dog training
academy, where dog owners can access online training
courses designed to help them tackle the most common
behavior challenges we see in dogs.

These programs follow a “Pay What You Can” model.
Those who are struggling to afford training can still have
access, and those who can donate will be helping
provide critical resources to their neighbors and
community members in need to keep their pets out of
the shelter and in their home where they belong.

Helping Dogs and their Humans

In early 2025, we began working extensively with unhoused individuals in our community, providing
them with critical supplies like dog food, flea treatments, and vital vaccines. In addition, we’ve been able
to spay/neuter several dogs to reduce the overpopulation happening in our local encampments. We hope
to expand this program to help more individuals struggling with homelessness, but we need your support
to doit.

A family affair...

Recently, RISE was contacted by law enforcement to help with a case. There were four dogs living in a
house where people would go to buy, sell and use illegal drugs. The officer was concerned for the safety of
the dogs, as other dogs had died on the property in the past - one of a fentanyl overdose, and another by
gunshot. With shelters overcrowded, they couldn’t remove the dogs as they had nowhere to go.

We picked up 2 of the dogs, one who suffered a severe injury to her ear which caused swelling around her
entire face, and the other who was in heat. A week later, we were able to take in a male dog from the same
property. There is speculation these dogs were used for breeding purposes, with puppies being sold on
Craiglist to fund continued drug use.

Stories like this are all too common, and serve as an important reminder that supporting backyard breeding
of dogs, by buying puppies off of websites like Craigslist, or puppies.com or purchasing puppies from the
side of the road, or a grocery store parking lot continues to perpetuate conditions like these that exploit
dogs for profit.
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Spay/Neuter for Dogs of Clallam County

In late 2024, RISE developed and implemented a spay/neuter
voucher program where qualifying residents of Clallam County can
have their pet spayed/neutered at participating vet clinics at
reduced or no cost to them. We are currently working through a
waitlist of over 130 dogs.

You can donate directly to the program HERE,
and send a voucher to someone in need.

A Team Effort

RISE recently worked with MAD (Malinois and Dutch Shepherd
Rescue) to save a litter of Belgian Malinois puppies who were living
in horrific conditions.

Malinois are a challenging breed that requires considerable training
and specialized handling. Unfortunately, most rescues and shelters
aren’t equipped to properly care for and place them, and they often
struggle. Since our lead trainer has been raising and training
Malinois for over a decade, we knew we had to help.

These puppies endured extreme physical abuse, some of which RISE
representatives witnessed, resulting in fractured ribs and bruising of
their tiny lungs. They were living in filth, and had never stepped foot
out of their apartment.

Four puppies came to RISE, to start their rehabilitation journey with
our trainers. They were vetted, their wounds treated, and now, they
are learning to trust humans again. Within a week, they began
running, playing and reclaiming the puppyhood that was stolen
from them.

RISE representatives immediately reported conditions to law
enforcement and worked diligently alongside of them to ensure this

Learning never happens again.

to RISE
Thanks to the hard work of the animal control officer assigned to

the case, and everyone involved in the rescue mission, criminal

—
8 charges and a no-pet-ownership order were filed.

iy . N B Eete, L
. R ' A
- | !
s p7 T e :
g T o, AU b P L

www.riserescue.org | info@riserescue.org | 2751 Old Olympic Hwy, Port Angeles, WA 98362



https://givebutter.com/vetcare

A Note from Our Director

2025 is a big year for the dogs of RISE. We’ve added new staff, expanded our volunteer program, and
in response to the temporary closure of the humane society back in August of last year, we increased
our capacity to be able to support 40 dogs, entirely rebuilding part of our facility so we could help
with the influx. We’ve come so far!

We’ve been out at local events, we are re-launching our puppy therapy program, where RISE puppies
visit nurses, doctors and first responders to provide smiles, and snuggles that brighten their day, and
we are now offering dog behavior and training services to members of the community who need it. In
addition, we are launching a monthly happy hour series, where you can come hang with us and some
super special pups, and we’ve got a couple of big events in store you definitely don’t want to miss.

We are proud of our rescue, and all of the dogs (and humans!) we’ve been able to help - and we
couldn’t do what we do without your support. Your donations, your volunteer hours, and your
support are the reason we are able to help so many. We can’t do this without you!

Meagan Karnes
Rise Rescue Alliance

YOU Can Help RISE

Every tail wag and every happy ending is made possible by people like you. By donating, you're not
just giving funds; you're giving hope, training, and a second chance to dogs who deserve it.

The cost of rescue is high, and we ensure that dogs in our program are given E E
the highest quality of care and support while they wait for their forever homes.
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CLICK HERE to help support us in our life-saving work! El@ﬂ
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https://givebutter.com/GmL6pl

